Te Aka Aorere Mini-Rugby Tournament (Saturday 10 September 2011)

Instructions to Participants (Players and Coaches)
1. Arrive at Kings Park at 8:45am. Do NOT be late. (Players to wear club kit initially. Playing shirts in the colours of the countries taking part in Rugby World Cup will be provided to all players before the Opening Ceremony.) Mouthguards are required for all players.

2. Report to main control desk to register your arrival (players and coaches). 

3. Coaches, after registration please go to Country tents on Pitch 2 (2 countries per tent) where kit for players will be available for you to distribute to your players as they arrive. A warm-up ball will be provided for each country. Please keep it safe during matches and return it at the end of the day. 

4. Players, after registration please go to Country tents on Pitch 2. Introduce yourself to the coach for your designated country and collect playing shirt. Change into playing shirt and report back to the country tent by 9:30am at the latest, ready for march-on at start of opening ceremony. Introduce yourself to the other members of your team for the day.

5. Games are 11-a-side. Coaches, you will see from the team sheets provided with these instructions that some countries have 12 players, one of which is designated as a “Replacement”. You are free to choose which players start each game. It is NOT intended that the replacement starts each game on the bench. Please rotate players to ensure the “Replacement” (if there is one) gets fair game time. Rolling subs are allowed. 

6. You will see from the Tournament Schedule provided with these instructions that games are 13 minutes, with no half time. Coaches, please ensure your team is at pitch-side in good time to go onto the pitch as soon as the previous game is finished. 

7. Parents, please do NOT go onto the playing area. Also, please show all due respect to referees and officials. They may not always be right, in your view, but they have volunteered their time so your children can take part in this tournament and we would not be able to run it without them.  

8. If any of you know of any players who want to take part but have not sent in their name, tell them they can still take part if they come along to Kings Park at the same time as everyone else and report to the control tent. 

9. Water will be provided for each team. Refreshments (food and drink) will be available for purchase at Kings Park during the tournament. 

10. Players, you will be playing with people you may not have met before. Make new friends. Treat each other with respect. You are a team for the day. Coaches, please encourage this. It is, after all, a team game. Play hard but fair.

11.     Enjoy yourselves and make the most of this exciting event – it may not happen again.  

